
 

Many Toys Contain Dangerous Chemicals  

Tests on 1,200 children’s items revealed that more than one-third contained lead and 
other potentially dangerous chemicals such as mercury, cadmium and arsenic.  
 
The study, directed by the Environmental Health Project of the Ecology Center in 
Michigan, also found that jewelry products were the most likely to contain high 
levels of lead. 
 
Other items, such as bedroom slippers, bath toys and card-game cases were also 
tainted, some with as much as five times the standard safety level of lead. One 
Hannah Montana card-game case, for instance, had lead levels of 3,056 parts per 
million. 
 
The study was conducted to spur government officials to take action against tainted toys. Millions of toys, 
most of them made in China, have already been recalled in 2007.  
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